
To celebrate our birthday, we have a 

committee that is planning special 

events throughout the school year.  The 

details of these events are not ready to 

be published, but we will make sure 

that all members of the Normal West 

family, current, past, and future, will be 

invited.  These events should make for 

an exciting year.  As always, please 

keep in touch through Skyward Family 

Access and our website for all school 

related news. 

Although their have been many changes 

from our first day in August of 1995, 

there is still one thing that has remained 

the same... 

It’s a Great day to be a Wildcat! 

Normal West High 

School will be celebrat-

ing our  20th year this 

year!  For some of the 

faculty, myself includ-

ed, it seems not too long 

ago that we were walk-

ing into a brand new building in the mid-

dle of a corn field.  We have seen addi-

tions made to the building, retirements 

and new hires for our faculty, a neighbor-

hood built to the north, and thousands of 

students  passing through the halls since 

opening.  The school has continued to 

keep up with the changing times, and 

continues to provide our students with an 

excellent high school experience. 

 

Principal’s Notes  

Online Registration Opens July 1st __________  

Registration for the 2014-15 school year starts with the Unit 5 Online Process.  This 

process will be opened on July 1st for parents to use.  Returning students in Unit 5 

should have received an email from the Unit Office describing the online process.  

Step-by-step directions are also available from the Unit 5 website (www.Unit5.org). 

Please make sure to follow the step-by-step directions.  I know it is human nature to 

not read directions, but most of the problems we encountered last year where simply 

from not following the steps.  If you have problems after following the instructions, 

please call the school office for assistance at (309) 557-4402. 

Families that complete the online process and pay fees online should print their paid 

receipt and bring it to Walk-In registration.  ALL families must come to the high 

school Walk-In registration.  Those that did the online portion at home should have a 

much quicker experience at the Walk-In registration. 
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Key Dates: 

 July 1 

Online Registration 

Opens 

 August 6, 7, & 11 

Walk-In Registration 

   6th - Juniors 

   7th - Sophomores 

   11th - Freshmen 

   Any day - Seniors 

 August 12 

Freshmen/FMP Night 

 August 18 

First Day of School 

(FULL DAY) 

 September 4 

Parent Open House 

 September 26 

Homecoming Game 

 October 24 

Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 

 Everyday 

Great day to be a 

Wildcat! 

More information on the district registration guidelines can be found at www.unit5.org 



More information on district fees can be found on the district’s website -  www.unit5.org 

Required High School Fees     Optional High School Fees 

Instructional Fee  $140    Parking   $60 

Technology Fee   $25    Locks   $5 

Computer Fee (Freshmen only) $100    Yearbook  $45 

Student Planner/Handbook $5    Activity Ticket  $15 

Student ID   $3 

Driver’s Education classes do have additional charges associated with them: 

Driver’s Ed Classroom*  $50 

Behind-the-Wheel*  $200 

 

If your son or daughter is interested in athletics for the upcoming 

2014-15 school year, Athletic Director Stan Lewis is available most 

of the summer to answer questions you may have.  His office number 

is (309) 557-4976, and his email address is lewiss@unit5.org.  Mr. 

Lewis can provide information on tryouts, eligibility, practice times, 

etc.  Please check the athletic website for updated information at  

http://il.8to18.com/ncwhs or give Mr. Lewis a call.  We would also 

like to encourage each family to become a member of the NCWHS 

Booster Club.  More information on the Booster Club can be found 

on page 5 of this newsletter. 
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Athletics at Normal West _______________  

Registration Fees for 2014-15 __________________________________  
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Freshmen and their parents should put 

August 12th at 7:00 pm on their calen-

dar to attend our annual “FRESHMEN 

NIGHT”.   Our FMP’s will be helping 

the freshmen get ready for the first day 

of school while the administrative team 

will help parents gets ready for having a 

child in high school.  We hope all will 

attend. 

Please email Berny Chiaro if you have 

any questions about FMP. 

Each year our Freshmen Mentoring 

Program (FMP) finds ways to make 

sure our incoming freshmen transition 

smoothly from middle school to high 

school.  This year will be no different. 

Freshmen are mentored by Junior and 

Senior students so that they can learn 

first hand what is means to be a high 

school student at Normal West.  In-

coming freshmen should expect to re-

ceive a letter soon from their FMP. 

FMP Continues to Help Support Freshmen _________________________  

Berny Chiaro 

FMP Coordinator 

chiarobj@unit5.org 

Wildcat Back-to-School Bash 
Sponsored by the NCWHS Booster Club 

 

When: Friday, August 22, 2014 

Time:  5:30-8:30 PM 

Where: Normal Community West High 

School, Football Field 

 

5:30-8:30 - Dinner and full concessions 

5:45-6:00 - Dance Team performance  

6:15-6:30 - Marching Band Performance 

6:30-7:00 - Freshman football scrimmage 

       Freshman Cheer squad 

7:00-7:30 - JV Football Scrimmage 

       JV Cheer Squad 

7:30-8:30 - Varsity Football Scrimmage 

       Varsity Cheer Squad 

mailto:lewiss@unit5.org
http://il.8to18.com/ncwhs


The district will continue to have 14 Late Starts to allow teachers time to collaborate 

on refining and improving our teaching practice.  The high schools have been focus-

ing on clarifying the essential targets for each course and creating common assess-

ments to ensure all students are learning.  On Late Start days, the high schools start at 

8:15 am instead of 7:15 am.  Late starts will happen on the following Wednesdays: 

 September 10 & 24  January 14 & 28 

 October 8 & 22   February 11 & 25 

 November 6 & 19  March 11 

 December 10   April 15 

     May 6 
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Late Starts Continue to Help the High School Curriculum ______________  

Service Dog ___________________________________________________  

No, Normal West is not changing our mascot from the Wildcat, but 

we may be adding a dog to our school.  Students that require the use 

of a service dog are allowed to bring their service dog to school as 

outlined in Board Policy 6.120.  While the district allows dogs to 

come to school to help students, we also must be mindful of the 

needs of other students, specifically those that may be allergic to 

dogs.  If a service dog is required at school, letters will be sent to all 

families of students that will be in class with the dog.  If the dog 

poses a problem, we will work hard to resolve the issues so that all 

students are well served by the school. 

It is also important to know that the dog is working while at school, 

so no student or adult should pet or call the dog while at school.  

The vest the dog wears is a clear indication that it is a service dog.  

We will review these and other basic rules with the students in our 

class assemblies. 

Please direct any concerns or problems to the main office. 

8:15 am on Late 

Start Days 
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for the device.  As a parent of two  

children that will be issued a laptop, I 

certainly will feel the burden of the extra 

charge, but also know of the  amazing 

benefits we felt due to the laptops last 

year with my kids. 

The laptops will be checked out to students during 

Walk-In registration on August 11th (Freshmen Day) in 

the IMC using the same process we use for  textbook 

checkout.  Students/parents will also be able to check 

out computers during the afternoon on August 14th or 

on the first day of school.   

As part of the district’s technology plan, all freshmen will 

be issued a laptop computer to be used for their classes.  In 

past years, the Normal West staff has been developing  

lessons and strategies that use technology to better teach 

students.  We have added laptop carts and have spent time 

during institute days learning the various ways technology 

can be used.  To issue each freshmen a laptop is a continua-

tion of the changes that have been happening already at 

Normal West. 

A letter was emailed out to families of incoming freshmen 

to explain the 1:1 program and the $100 fee that is assessed 

1:1 Computers for Freshmen _____________________________________  
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More on Registration ___________________________________________  

Walk-In Registration: 

August 6, 7, & 11 

11:00 am to 1:00 pm & 

3:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Although any student can regis-

ter on any day, we try to space 

out our registration days by 

class: 

August 6 - Juniors 

August 7 - Sophomores 

August 11 - Freshmen 

Seniors can register on any of 

these days. 

What if I did not complete the Online registration process? 

Computers will be available for families to use that did not complete 

the online registration process prior to coming to Walk-In registra-

tion.  Families will start at this station first before going through the 

Walk-In process. 

Why have Walk-In Registration if there is Online Registration? 

The online registration takes care of much of the “paperwork” needed 

with the registration process.  At the high school level, we need our 

students to come to the school to get the ID picture, yearbook picture, 

textbooks, schedules, planners, and other optional items. 

Optional Items include… 

PE Clothing  Locks        Wildcat Spirit Wear 

Photo Packages  Parking Permits 

Questions about Registration (Online and/or Walk-In)?  Call the main office at (309) 557-4402 

Moved? 

Families that have moved will 

need to show three items as proof 

of residency.  Utility bills, clos-

ing documents, lease agreements, 

and driver’s license are a few 

forms of proof we can accept.  

Please make sure to bring these 

items to Walk-In registration and 

speak with an Asst. Principal. 

Parking 

Juniors and Seniors will be able to purchase parking permits at registration 

for $60.  Parking stickers will be given out at Walk-In registration.  Students 

will fill out an information sheet as well and will need to know their license 

plate number. 

Sophomores will be able to sign up for the parking lot lottery at Walk-In 

registration.  Depending on the number of spots available, sophomores will 

be chosen at random to be given the opportunity to purchase a parking 

permit.  Sophomores must be 16 to enter the parking lottery. 

All questions about parking should be directed to Mr. Mintus, Assistant 

Principal. 

PE Uniforms 

All students are required to wear 

a standard uniform consisting of 

a gray t-shirt with last name in 

black letters on the back, black 

PE shorts, white socks and gym 

shoes.  Students are required to 

bring their PE clothes to and 

from class each day.  Shirts and 

shorts will be available for 

purchase at registration. 

New to Unit ? 

Call the school at (309) 557-4402 

and we will start the process of 

enrolling your child.  Online regis-

tration cannot be done until some 

basic paperwork is done at the 

school. 
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Medical Information 

Please see the new requirements at 

www.unit5.org.  Illinois law 

requires ALL students entering 

school at ALL grade levels (K – 12) 

to show proof of 2 (full) MMR vac-

cines and 1 varicella vaccine. 
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Parent Organizations _______________________________________  

Post Prom ______________________________________________________________ 

The Post Prom Committee has begun working and would love your help!  April 18, 2015 seems far away, but we 

are busy planning the details and raising the funds to offer a safe and fun event for our students after the prom. 

Would you like to help?  Whether you would like to help here and there, all along the way, or co-lead one of our 

bigger responsibilities, you can make a difference!  Committee efforts include Decorations, Food, Fundraising, Games, 

Prizes, Trivia Night, and Volunteering in general. 

Would you like to donate?  Post Prom is supported by, but not funded by the school.  We accept donations - cash, 

prizes, gift cards, services from your business, and more - we are open to your generosity! 

Would you like to eat?  Hooray  - no cooking!  We will have several fund raising opportunities where you can ditch the 

dinner and dishes drudgery!!  You can dine out and support Post Prom at the same time! 

Upcoming meetings - everyone is welcome:  All meetings are at 6:30 pm in the Normal West IMC. 

July 17, 2014 

August 21, 2014 

September 18, 2014 

Contact us:  westpostprom@gmail.com 
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Parent Teacher Organization - PTO ________________________________________ 

                Normal West Parents, your PTO needs you now!  The PTO at Normal West works hard to support our 

school and teachers but need your help.  I would like to take this opportunity to give you a rundown of some of 

what PTO does for the school.  The biggest fundraiser that PTO has is by far the spirit wear sales.  The sales of 

spirit wear provides money to our FMP program, Student Council, Academic Awards, and Breakfast of Champi-

ons.  The PTO also provides the breakfast on conference day for our teachers, treats & raffles for teacher appreci-

ation week, and cookies for Open House, Freshman Orientation Night, and Junior testing.  We have a grant budg-

et of at least $2000 each year that teachers may submit proposals to get items to help them in their classrooms or 

student organizations.  As an elementary teacher, I can assure you that teachers are very appreciative of the sup-

port of PTO!  The time commitment for high school PTO is minimal.  We have one meeting a month which usu-

ally lasts less than an hour.  Then, depending on your role, you may have an average of another hour or two of 

time per month at home.  We have spots open for President, Vice President, Secretary, and Hospitality for next 

year. If you would like to help revitalize our PTO and continue the support for our awesome school, please con-

tact Mr. Johnson now!!      ~Kelli Halsey (PTO Spirit Wear Chair) 

PTO Summer Meeting is at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, July 8th in the Normal West IMC.   

Please come!!! 

mailto:westpostprom@gmail.com
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Parent Organizations _______________________________________  

NCWHS Booster Club ____________________________________________________ 

The Booster Club supports all IHSA-sponsored activities and promotes school spirit at Normal West. 

Meetings takes place the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm in the IMC at West 

Booster Club had a great year last year thanks to the many members we had and the support of concession sales!  Thanks to  

everyone, Boosters was able to help with senior night recognition for the athletic teams, awarded 2 scholarships, student council, 

and Post Prom.  Several individual team equipment requests we fulfilled last year including the track team, boys and girl’s golf, 

cheer team, boys and girl’s swim team, the business club, softball, boys and girls soccer, and wrestling!  Along with individual 

group needs, Booster Club also awarded $7,075 to the athletic teams as a whole!   

Booster Club also saw the completion of several larger school projects this year.  The gymnasium floor was repainted with black 

and the new cathead logo!  We also got a new scoreboard and new Big 12 Banners to reflect the new schools entering our confer-

ence!  Our Casino night in April funded new training room equipment for a training room for the outdoor sports including equip-

ment and taping tables!  The outdoor facility can now better meet the needs of our injured Wildcats!  All these projects and equipment 

can’t be done without the continued support of Booster Club!  Please turn in your membership form to sport Normal West High 

School! 

Membership starts now for the 2014-15 school year.  Membership forms can be mailed any time this summer, or at our table during 

registration!  We have new membership clothing gifts and game passes for you to choose from, so come check them out and take home 

your thank-you gift today with your Booster Club membership! 

We are currently selling FRONT ROW parking spots for the upcoming football season!   These are sold on a first come, first serve 

basis.  They are located in specifically marked off spots in the back of the school by the path leading to the stadium.  The cost is $40 and 

includes all varsity home football games and home playoff events.  If you are interested in a parking spot, mark your membership form 

on the bottom of the back page.  We have 39 parking spots for sale this year so hurry and reserve yours today before they sell out!!   
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Memorial Bricks are available year round.  Get 

you memorial brick today for your past or cur-

rent Wildcat student to leave their mark! You 

can also recognize a team accomplishment or a 

teacher.  Get yours today!  Bricks are added to 

the patio at the entrance to the school. 

Booster Club Officers 

President: Dawn Wickenhauser 

Vice President: Marc Jones 

Treasurer: Vacant 

Secretary: Julie Huber and Liz Hamilton 

We have many opportunities for parents looking for a way to get involved at West!  We have several committees to help 

with including concessions, homecoming, school beautification, and scholarship. 

Please email westboosters@gmail.com for more information on how you can give back to the West Family! 

Wildcat Back-to-School Bash 
 

When: Friday, August 22, 2014 

Time:  5:30-8:30 PM 

Where: Normal West Football Field 

 

Full concessions will be open for the event, 

so bring your family for dinner!!! 

 

(See schedule of events on page 2) 

mailto:westboosters@gmail.com


It’s a Great day to be a Wildcat!!! 

Contact Information ____________________________________ 

During the summer, the main office is open from 7:30 am to 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm to 

4:00 pm.  Please call (309) 557-4402 with any questions you may have. 

Until July 31st,  only the following individuals are working: 

Dave Johnson, Principal   Sharri Cheli, Assistant to the Principal 

Wendy Davis, Associate Principal Nicole Grimsley, Assistant to the Associate 

Stan Lewis, Athletic Director  Amber Encapera, Registrar (Guidance Office) 

The Assistant Principals return to work on July 31st and the Guidance Counselors work 

during Walk-In registration.  It is best to contact the office to make appointments with 

the guidance counselors if you are needing to talk with them. 

Normal West H.S. 

501 N Parkside Rd. 

Normal, IL  61761 

Main Office 

Phone:( 309) 557-4402 

Fax:  (309) 557-4503 

Guidance Office: 

Phone: (309) 557-4969 

Fax:  (309) 557-4947 

 

Dave Johnson  Principal   (309) 557-4579  johnsodw@unit5.org 

Wendy Davis  Associate Principal  (309) 557-4577  daviswe@unit5.org 

Steve Mintus  Assistant Principal (A-G) (309) 557-4580  mintussc@unit5.org 

Henry Walker  Assistant Principal (H-O) (309) 557-4581  walkerh@unit5.org 

Margaret Egebrecht Assistant Principal (P-Z) (309) 557-4578  egebrecm@unit5.org 

Stan Lewis  Athletic Director  (309) 557-4976  lewiss@unit5.org 

Brooke Bollmann Counselor (A-C)  (309) 557-4963  bollmannb@unit5.org 

Marty Tarmann Counselor (D-H)  (309) 557-4965  tarmanmk@unit5.org 

Katie Turner  Counselor (I-Me)  (309) 557-4964  turnerkb@unit5.org 

Deb Sondgeroth Counselor (Mi-Se)  (309) 557-4967  sondgerd@unit5.org 

Carrie Hoffman Counselor (Sf-Z)  (309) 557-4966  hoffmanc@unit5.org 

Normal West Website -  

 www.unit5.org/normalwest 

Unit 5 Website -  

 www.unit5.org 


